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MAGIC FUSS

Ben Seidman’s Sleight of Hunrf

nBY NICK OLIG

ith a baguiling knack for sleight of hand, Ban

Seidman has spent years honing the aaft of

rmagic. He arrived on his seff-describad "urusus|
caresr path”in his eary 20s and makes his fiving
enchanting fans at colleges, theaters, on cruise
ships and on the Travel Channel’s Magic Outiows,

What inspired you to become a magidan?
When | was child something impossible
happenad. A strange man pulled a coin out of rmy

ricthers ear That might sound overby sirmplistic but it

hada profound effect on me. | didr't know what that
fedling was, but | knew | wanted more of it.

Howrimpaortant is it te corme Lp with fmnmove tive ircks youw oan call your swn ?

Well, people like cover bands, and there’ nothing wrong with that. But | neverwant
tio b= rermemibered as something like a cover band, Ther's a big difference betwesn
dioing a trick and creating a moment of magic. Sharing a realmorment of magic has
heart, sothe comtent must come from within, Recently a gil approached me ard said
shie cried thres times during my performance because she was so moved. The three
moments she spoke of took years to dream up and bring tolife. | can only imagine
that my love of sharing these specific pleces cime through,

Iit’s umderstood that the physical elements of magic shouwldn't be outlimed to
the layperson, buit con you explain the paychologion] elements that make magic
exciting?

Thers are grest artides that detail the bain's response to magic and hallucinations
When you see something that you intellectually understand & impossible, your
response tothat stirnulus is a unique kind of pleasure. A geod magic moutine brings
with it a marrative that can pull you in just as 3 good book or movie would.

I yourr personal [ife, [s it sometimes challernging o eam someone s rust since
yor'ne so deff at decelving others?

Fortunately, not too oftern—if so, lets just call it an oooupational hazard, Deceiving
people s integral to my job, butitsin a very specific context. Once | putthe
rricrophone backin the stand and walk off the stage. it all turms off like a light seeitch.
Decaiving a lot of intelligent aduls cutside of 3 peformance would fesl incredibbly
dEsingenuous. Thats not howe | wantto live my i | tryto use my poswers for good and
let people make up their own minds,

On the pop-cuhture front, the character G.OLR from the serles “Arrested
Development” is a vain and hapless magician. Do magicians typlcally have a sense
of hunmor about these parodies?

"Amested Development” is probably the best-swritten comedy of our time! Perhaps |
lovethe chamcter GU0.B. because I've ssan dozens of illusionists whao perfiorm with big
‘toys and dress like crazy people. That’s a real stereotype, and I'm happy to shatter that
sterectype by performing a show that is strong and funmy in a non-inicway.

Where can people behold your deight of hand expertise?
Jipsof rmy specials on Magic Cutiaws @n be ssen at benseidmarnuoom. But magicis
b=st when watched live. Check the siteto see wheme I performing or inquire about

a booking.
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